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L E T T E R F R O M
T H E P R E S I D E N T

D

15 August 2017
ear Members of CANE:

Humbled to be President of CANE, (following
in the footsteps of inspired leadership under Tufts’ Anne Mahoney), I hope this missive finds each of you happy and well.
Our membership includes an extraordinary assemblage of those
who may be completing undergraduate degrees in classics, as
well as many who have stepped away from the classroom after
years of dedicated teaching. It is a unique group of teachers in
public or private elementary, middle and high schools, as well
as those who keep the classical fires burning in higher education. Colleagues of mine through the years have reacted with a
bit of awe when I describe the CANE mission, and the passion
with which its members unite to perpetuate classical studies for
the thousands of students and multiple institutions they serve.
CANE lives on in the twenty-first century because generations
of classicists have continued to breathe life and meaning into its
remarkable success story.
CANE offers professional opportunities for its members
every year, such as the numerous scholarly papers and workshops at the annual meeting. Beyond that is a weeklong series
of lectures, workshops and mini-courses at the Summer Institute, under the able direction of Holy Cross’s Tim Joseph. The
annual meeting has been running for more than a century, and
the Summer Institute for more than thirty years. The quality of
both is second to none. Thanks to the dedication of Ben Revkin
(East Greenwich HS in RI), the CANE web site is full of timely
classical articles and announcements (caneweb.org). Deb Davies
of Brooks School has assumed the arduous task of producing the
New England Classical Journal (NECJ), replete with essays, and
book reviews. The CANE officers and executive board meet reg— 197 —

ularly, always with an eye toward sound fiscal management and
crafting quality events for the membership. Brown’s Jeri DeBrohun and URI’s Dan Carpenter have given CANE superb campus
venues for holding the annual meeting and Summer Institute.
Additionally, I wish to thank Amherst College (Department of
Classics) for hosting this year’s executive board meetings.
CANE members are urged to put the following dates on
their calendars: 16-17 March 2018 for the 112th annual meeting at
the University of Rhode Island, and 9-14 July 2018 for the Summer Institute at Brown University. Keep in mind that the annual
$50 CANE membership fee is a sine qua non for participation
in CANE events! Please think about contributing to the CANE
web site or contacting me soon if you have a proposal for an annual meeting paper or workshop. Donations are always welcome
to the CANE remembrance funds that are fully explained on the
web site. Please remember that there are CANE scholarships
listed on the web site that sometimes have no applicants! And if
you teach middle or high school, please help us increase student
involvement in the 2017 Writing Contest highlighted on the web
site. You may urge your kids to give the contest a try, and remind
them it’s one more “unusual” feather for the caps that will be
their college applications. But they won’t write unless they hear
about it from you!
About to enter my fifty-second year in the Massachusetts
public school arena, I am still hopeful about the future of classical studies, and am convinced they hold more meaning than ever
for our young people, as they do for us. But make no mistake
about it—as I frequently am reminded by campus motto signs at
Hampshire College here in Amherst: “Scire non est Satis!” There
are forces on the teaching and learning landscape that have little
use for classical studies. But we New Englanders are a feisty and
resilient bunch, and we will not abide such nonsense. An appropriate response to the classics naysayers would be “Esse quam
Videri”.
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We must be vigilant to be sure that New England and its storied
history of classical education continue to be mirabile dictu!
Finally, please think of me not only as this year’s CANE
President, but as someone who is merely a phone call or an email
away.
Ex corde,
Charlie Bradshaw, CANE President
Wahconah Regional High School
Dalton, MA
cbradshaw@cbrsd.org or cbradshaw372@gmail.com
413-253-2055
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